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Thank you for the opportunity to provide a submission to the 2018-19 ACT Government
Budget process.
The premise of this submission is that Woden Valley residents want to have pride in their
Town Centre!
The population of Canberra is forecast to increase, with almost 210,000 people (Our
Canberra Woden, Weston Creek and Molonglo edition, December 2016) living, working or
studying within one kilometre of stage two of the light rail by 2041. The challenge is to
manage this process well and equitably with dynamic centres and thriving suburbs across
Woden.
With densification, Woden has the potential to contribute significant revenue, through
further rates and payroll taxes, to the ACT Government’s fiscal position.
While this is a legitimate objective, it needs to be balanced with the objective of the WVCC,
which is to enhance the social and economic well-being of the growing community.
In the Act Government’s document Canberra: A statement of ambition, the Chief Minister
states that cities don’t succeed by accident or by leaving things to chance – they require
design, good governance and great collaboration.
The WVCC looks forward to shaping our future, in collaboration with the ACT Government,
to achieve the policy outcomes of economic diversification and urban renewal to make
Woden a better place to live, work and socialise.
The Vision in the Woden Master Plan is:
‘Woden Town Centre is a major community and commercial hub for the Woden Valley and
wider Canberra region. It will be a place that attracts people to live, work, socialise and enjoy
throughout the day and evenings. The town square is the central focal point for social and
community activity that will connect people to a network of safe and active streets and
public parks’.

The town square, however, is not the central focal point for social and community activity.
In order to address the lack of activity in Woden past 5pm, the ACT Government has
released a draft precinct code which will provide for residential towers throughout Woden
to increase the population and therefore the demand for services.
As one of Canberra’s four town centres, facilities should be co-located to provide activity
and vibrancy in the Town Centre, the social and economic hub.
To achieve this, we need to determine what is required for the community to have pride in
their Town Centre, to want to buy apartments and live in the Woden area.
People want to live in a ‘nice’ environment, where there are social and cultural facilities,
open spaces, connectivity, and services for all the demographic groups in the community.
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To reduce the reliance on cars and congestion on the roads, facilities should be co-located in
the Woden Town Centre. Co-location provides active and vibrant areas that can be
connected for an active life style and attractive to all of the Woden community.
Sites should be identified for facilities that do not return a profit, for example, a
community/arts centre, a CIT, a multi-purpose sports hall and a publically funded swimming
pool. Investment by the government in these facilities will provide confidence in Woden and
facilitate investment by the private sector in cafes and restaurants that are close to where
people want to live.
Currently we are at risk of the last Government owned land holdings in the Woden Town
Centre being sold to developers and the opportunity to co-locate social facilities will be lost.
The WVCC requests identification of sites and funding commitments for community facilities
and cycle networks in the Woden Town Centre. Our Group Centres (Curtin and Mawson)
and suburban shops also need upgrades, primarily playgrounds. Priorities at Attachment A.
The highest priority for Woden is a new site for Woden Community Services to deliver their
vital services in a centrally located, accessible community hub. Currently their programs are
inefficiently located over four sites and there is limited access to the childcare centre.
The lack of attention to the basic needs of Woden Community Services, the draft Precinct
Code allowing 28 storey buildings to overshadow the Woden Town Square, the rezoning of
the Woden Town Park from open green spaces to community facility land, the proposed
expansion of the Woden Cemetery into 3 hectares of Eddison Park, the loss of the basketball
stadium, the closure of the CIT and the privatisation of the pool demonstrate the ACT
Government’s lack of vision and care for the Woden Valley community. Attachments B,C and D
show the location of higher education, publicly funded pools and ArtsACT funded facilities.
These maps demonstrate the gap in facilities in Woden. The proposed cycle network is shown
at Attachment E.
While Woden is lucky to host the Canberra Hospital, investment in the Canberra Hospital is
for the benefit of all Canberrans and does not replace the need for investment in co-located
municipal facilities for Woden.
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2018-19 Budget priorities for Woden
The policy outcomes that the WVCC seeks are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

A vibrant community that the residents have pride in;
Available housing choices, including affordable housing;
Increased job opportunities;
Improved access to higher education; and
Better health outcomes – improved access to sporting facilities and active living
amenity.

In order to meet the policy outcomes desired by the community, the following
recommendations are provided.
Woden - Weston Community Services Hub
The Woden Community Service provides important programs to the community and the
WVCC supports their funding request for a hoarding service and a youth mental health non
clinical service.
Woden Community Services have been asking for a Community Services Hub to co-locate
the delivery of their services for many years. Their current accommodation is not adequate,
it is located over four locations and has poor access, particularly to the child care.
In the 2012-13 Budget, the Government committed $0.55 million to investigate options for
a Community Hub in the Woden - Weston Creek area. The results of this study have not
been released.
A new facility to accommodate the staff delivering these very important programs could be
planned on the east west pedestrian link and bring activity to the central area. This facility
could also host a community/arts centre.
Development opportunities, and the associated ACT Government revenue, would become
available on the existing Woden Community Services site.
Healthy Living
Woden requires investment in infrastructure to support the ACT Government’s Healthy
Living initiative:
• sporting facilities – a multi-purpose indoor sports facility, a publically funded pool;
• a cycling network from the suburbs to the Woden Town Centre;
• playgrounds should be installed in the Town Centre, the Group Centres and the
suburban shops; and
• street lighting upgrades.
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Higher Education
A CIT learning centre would improve learning outcomes, help attract young people to the
area and bring activity to the Woden Town Centre.
The 2015-16 Budget included a measure for the CIT to actively seek opportunities to provide
a community campus in the Woden Town Centre. The proposed move to Woden would
provide CIT with a more modern learning environment and have the advantage of being
more accessible for the public and closer to public transport. The outcome of this work has
not been released.
A modern learning centre would help with educational outcomes and provide Woden with
the benefits that jobs in higher education provide a community.
The WVCC recommends that the Woden CIT is not closed and instead:
• provides allied health courses with innovative ideas to realise synergies with the
Canberra Hospital;
• provides aged care and child care courses;
• includes a STEM centre of excellence;
An analysis to determine ways to capitalise on Woden’s economic advantage of hosting the
Canberra Hospital should be undertaken. Identification of opportunities to develop health
education and a health ‘Hub’, (including healthy living policies and sporting facilities) would
be developed into a strategy to retain a sustainable CIT campus, create job opportunities,
better health outcomes and contribute to urban renewal policies.
A new southern cemetery
A funding commitment is required to construct a new southern cemetery. This is required
for the cemetery needs of the growing population and to stop the short term solution,
which permanently appropriates three hectares of Eddison Park.
Environment
Yarralumla Creek revitalisation project – Woden Wetlands / Channel naturalisation. While
welcoming the work underway through the ACT Healthy Waterways project, funding should
also be provided to naturalise the Creek at the Woden Town Park to provide a natural
environment for people to relax and enjoy.
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Road and Bus Infrastructure
While Woden has strong north south and east west road connections, there are number of
projects that need to be undertaken to improve the flow of both general traffic and the bus
network, including:
Road infrastructure improvements
• Cotter Road reconfiguration to access south bound lanes on Adelaide Avenue;
• duplication of Athllon Drive between Shea St and the roundabout at Melrose Drive;
• intersection improvements –
o Launceston St, Irving St and Furzer St to improve traffic flow and safety; and
o a left-turn slip lane, heading north, from Melrose Drive into Hindmarsh Drive to
reduce congestion.
Bus infrastructure improvements to encourage people to use public transport
• park n ride spaces –
o Mawson requires more spaces – it is often full and a deterrent to using public
transport:
o next to the Lyons Church of Christ, opposite Glenorchy Street and Yolla Place.
• kiss n ride drop off facilities should be provided as people currently stop to drop off
people in the bus bays which is dangerous when buses are approaching.
• longer bus bays to manage the number of buses stopping on the Rapid routes
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2018-19 Woden Valley Community Council Budget Priorities
Group Centres –
Curtin and Mawson

Attachment A

Budget priorities

Woden Town Centre

CIT
Multi-purpose sports hall
Pool (publically funded)
Playgrounds, bbqs,
landscaping and lighting
Open green spaces
Connectivity
Southern Cemetery
Woden wetlands
Road infrastructure
improvements

Identify a site and commit funding
Identify a site and commit funding
Identify a site and commit funding
Commit funding to construct a playground
Identify a central spot in the group
Provide at every suburban shops –
in the Town Square.
centres – Curtin and Mawson
priorities Torrens and Farrer
Identify sites
Commit funding to cycle network alignments to connect the suburbs to the Town Centre
Commit to funding a new cemetery
naturalise the Creek at the Town Park
Upgrade intersection at Launceston St and
Irving St, Furzer St
Duplicate Athllon Drive between Shea St
and the roundabout at Melrose Drive
a left-turn slip lane, heading north, from
Melrose Drive into Hindmarsh Drive
North Woden – new park n ride opposite
Mawson – extension of existing park n Mawson – allow cars to park on the
the Phillip pool bus stop
ride at Southlands
empty block - cnr Athllon Drive and
Beasley St
longer bus bays to manage the number of buses stopping on the Rapid route and provide kiss n ride facilities for drop offs
Across the Woden Valleys
With the growing population, population forecasts should be done to determine whether the Chifley primary school should
be re-opened and consideration should be given to the use of the CIT for the current tenants of the Chifley primary school.

Entertainment area
Woden Community Services
Community/Arts centre

Bus infrastructure
improvements
Street lighting upgrades
Potential to re-purpose
buildings

Identify site for social and economic activity
New accommodation to co-locate services
Identify a site and commit funding

Suburbs

Location of Higher Education in Canberra (and 16,000 jobs)

Attachment B

PO Box 280 Woden ACT 2606; e-mail: info@wvcc.org.au

www.wvcc.org.au

Facebook: WodenValleyCommunityCouncil

Twitter: WVCC_Inc

Location of publically funded pools – including the Commonwealth funded AIS.
There is also a commitment to build a pool at Molonglo.
Attachment C
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Location of ArtsACT facilities

Attachment D

Forde
Community
Centre
Gungahlin
Community
Centre

Belconnen
Arts Centre

Watson
Arts Centre

Strathnairn

Ainslie Arts Centre

The Street Theatre
Theatre 3
Manuka Arts Centre
Canberra Contemporary
Art Space

Tuggeranong
Arts Centre

Gorman House
Arts Centre
University housing
Canberra Glassworks;
Canberra Glassworks
chapel;
Fitters' Workshop;
Former Transport
Depot;
Wentworth Avenue
Offices,

Proposed Cycle Network

Attachment E

