
 

8 November 2019 
 
 
Mr Andrew Barr 
Chief Minister  
ACT Government 
budgetconsultation@act.gov.au 
 
Dear Chief Minister 
 
RE:  ACT Government Budget 20-21 Marymead Submission 
 
Marymead is a specialist children, youth and family organisation, operating in the ACT and surrounding regional 
areas of NSW, delivering a range of high quality, family support and intervention services to vulnerable children, 
young people and their families since 1967.  Marymead’s services include family counselling, early intervention 
programs, out of home care, disability services, the Autism Centre, parenting education, and short-term and 
crisis/respite accommodation for children and young people. 
 
Marymead supports the Youth Coalition of the ACT’s Submission to the ACT Budget 2020-2021 which 
recommended an investment of new funding towards the continuation and expansion of the Safe and 
Connected Youth Project. This Project aims to prevent child and youth homelessness and improve family 
functioning. It is providing an interim solution to address the gaps in services and supports for young people 
under the age of 16 who are experiencing or at risk of homelessness, while concurrently developing a longer-term 
service model. This includes a supported accommodation service for young people who cannot stay at home, 
drawing upon best practice models implemented in other Australian jurisdictions. It is essential that this model is 
funded by the ACT Government, and delivers on the government commitment to reduce pressure on tertiary 
service systems and invest in earlier supports.   
 
The ‘Safe and Connected Youth Project’ has included Marymead as a key partner in the collaboration (with 
Youth Coalition, Conflict Resolution Service, Northside Community Service, Woden Community Service).  
Marymead has been providing both accommodation and support with a therapeutic care team to young people 
engaged with the Project, who need a break from the family home.  The project has been demonstrating positive 
early outcomes for each of the young people supported and has been successful in both maintaining connection 
to families, and other supports required to improve family functioning.  
 
The therapeutic nature of the support that Marymead practitioners provide to young people who are 
accommodated through the Project is a critical and valuable component of the Project. Young people are actively 
supported by skilled staff during their stay with Marymead, including to discuss and develop life skills. Marymead 
practitioners and Project therapeutic caseworkers work closely together to ensure young people’s needs are met. 
As demonstrated in the case study outlined in the Youth Coalition’s submission, the temporary accommodation 
and support provided to one young person experiencing family conflict was a critical turning point to de-
escalating the family situation. 
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Marymead is committed to working with the project partners, using our evidence-based approaches outlined in 
our Clinical Governance Framework to keep children and young people safe, supported, where appropriate 
engaged with early intervention therapeutic services, and keeping them connected to family.  
 
Whilst Marymead has newly purpose built houses which are ideal for the delivery of the supported 
accommodation element of this project, Marymead advocates for ACT Government investment in service 
delivery funds for dedicated bed nights and staffing in the Accommodation program for this project to enable 
the development of a longer-term, sustainable service model that meets the needs of children and young 
people at risk of homelessness, and their families.    
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Camilla Rowland 
Chief Executive Officer 


