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Introduction 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide a submission to the 2020-21 ACT Government Budget 
process. 
 
The Woden Valley Community Council (WVCC) was established to promote the interests of the 
Woden Valley community and contribute to the physical and social planning of the Woden Valley. The 
ACT Government provides funding support to the WVCC to communicate to the Territory the views, 
expectations and concerns of community members. 
 
The policy outcomes that the WVCC seeks are: 
 

 Community pride in a vibrant town centre, group centres and local shops 

 Housing choices, including affordable housing 

 Increased job opportunities in Woden 

 Higher education opportunities in Woden 

 Better health and wellbeing outcomes from cultural and recreational facilities 

 Increasing green areas and deep rooted trees. 
 
Building on the WTC Master Plan, the WVCC has developed a land use plan to guide future 
government and private sector investment, including sites for sunny public green spaces, community 
facilities and cycle networks to the WTC.  
 
We are seeking ACT Government policy and financial support to develop our concept plan for a 
community hub of social and recreational facilities in the Woden Town Centre with investment staged 
over the coming years. We also request staged investment in our playgrounds at the local shops. Our 
planning includes: 
 
Woden Town Centre  
 

 a community centre – funding commitment 

 a CIT – funding commitment 

 a multi-purpose sports hall – commitment to the site on the WTC concept plan 

 separation of the pool and ice rink with investment in both – as above 

 an arts centre – funding to purchase Borrowdale House 

 re-furb to re-use the former CIT site for health related activities 

 paths and wayfinding between the community facilities, he suburbs and the hospital  
 
Suburbs  
 

 Torrens shops playground - construction funding  

 Lyons and Pearce – co-design funding 

 Phillip – Colbee and Dundas Courts – co-design and staged construction funding 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 Woden in the broader Canberra context  
 
Cities are the people that live in them - within cities, geographical communities (town centres) are 
identified for the provision of jobs, services and facilities.  
 
Population growth and environmental impacts from urban sprawl are leading to densification of our 
four town centres (Woden, Belconnen, Tuggeranong and Gungahlin). The town centres are designed 
to agglomerate a range of activities to enable residents to ‘live, work and play’ in a convenient, 
walkable precinct. They are destinations for their catchments and provide places for people to meet 
and connect, to feel a sense of belonging and reducing social isolation. These community hubs, 
connected by rapid public transport, are important for the health and well-being of our residents. 
 
Woden, Canberra’s first satellite city, is centrally located in the broader Canberra region. The district 
consists of 12 suburbs around the WTC. 
 
The WTC is a major employment and commercial hub for the south of Canberra. The ACT Treasury’s 
January 2019 Population Projections forecast the WTC’s catchment to reach 138,538 people by 2040, 
including: Woden 54,251, Weston Creek 25,843 and Molonglo 57,884. In addition, the Inner South is 
expected to reach 36,008 and Tuggeranong 89,330 people. 
 
The WTC is in a period of renewal after becoming run down over many years. To secure the physical, 
economic and social well-being of current and future communities in Canberra’s south it is time to 
take the next steps to implement the vision in the WTC Master Plan: 
 

‘Woden Town Centre is a major community and commercial hub for the Woden Valley and 
wider Canberra region. It will be a place that attracts people to live, work, socialise and enjoy 
throughout the day and evenings. The town square is the central focal point for social and 
community activity that will connect people to a network of safe and active streets and public 
parks’. 

 
Activity in the centre is increasing with the construction of a large number of residential towers. In 
addition the ACT Government has committed to design a community centre and investigate a site for 
a CIT. We note that these commitments are in response to the closure of the CIT, the demolition of 
the basketball stadium, bowling greens and tennis courts, the risk of closure of the pool and ice rink 
and the lack of a community centre and arts centre in the WTC. 
 
The WVCC acknowledges these commitments and is now seeking to build on the 2015 WTC Master 
Plan to ensure the planning for the WTC provides the appropriate balance between residential 
towers, green public space and community facilities.  The planning and development of the town 
centre needs to meet the current and future needs of the community and foster a feeling of pride in 
our centre. 
 
While the WVCC supports development, we want it to be done well. 
 
We support the Chief Minister’s 2016 Statement of Ambition which stated that: 
  

Cities don’t succeed by accident or by leaving things to chance – they require design, 

good governance and great collaboration’. 

 
  
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

The map shows the catchments the Town Centres service and the January 2019 ACT Government’s 
2040 population forecasts. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

The Woden Town Centre (WTC) 
 
The WTC is a major employer in the south of Canberra with the Canberra Hospital precinct, the 
Government office precinct, the retail precinct and the services precinct in Phillip. These job clusters 
should be linked with large paths making them more accessible. 

 
 

SPIRE and the Canberra Hospital 
 
The Canberra Hospital (TCH) is the largest public hospital in our region. It provides acute care to more 
than 500,000 people in south east NSW and outpatient services, women’s and children’s services, 
paediatrics and pathology. 
 
While we support the important SPIRE building, before the existing buildings are demolished it is 
imperative to strategically plan the ongoing development of the Canberra Hospital to ensure the best 
use of land for health outcomes and to minimise the following impacts on surrounding residents. 

 safety of the community (especially children) due to the ambulance entry moving from Yamba 
Drive to Palmer Street, a residential street next to the Garran Primary School 

 traffic congestion on Kitchener St, Gilmore Cres and Palmer St which is the main entrance to 
Garran and Hughes from Hindmarsh Drive. There is a lack of traffic modelling to understand 
the impacts of traffic flows on residents 

 parking due to a lack of land use planning on the site to identify parking areas 

 noise from the helicopter pad (on the 9 storey SPIRE) on residents and the school children. 

In 2008-09 the ACT Government released the Canberra Hospital Master Plan which was developed 
under the 2008-09 Budget Your health - Our Priority initiative. The ACT Government committed $300 
million to begin work on a ten year plan for the renewal of health services for Canberra. Under this 
initiative the Emergency building was located on Building 3, there was a training and education 
precinct in addition to the ANU medical school and a medi hotel. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
The Canberra Hospital and the SPIRE building should be a world class health and education precinct 
and we are concerned that the proposed plan for the Canberra Hospital is not as good as the 2009 
Master Plan. We note that ambulances will be required to travel further and pass through an 
additional 3 traffic lights and patient transfers to the wards will be over a longer distance than from 
the central building 3 site. 
 
The current plan to build SPIRE (Emergency) on the corner of Palmer St and Gilmore Cres with access 
from Palmer St. 

 
 
The 2009 Canberra Hospital Master Plan showing the Emergency on the building 3 site with access 
from Yamba Drive. 
 

 

 

 



 
 
The WTC is in a period of renewal after becoming run down over many years. To secure the physical, 
economic and social well-being of current and future communities it is time to take the next steps to 
implement the vision in the WTC Master Plan. 
 
The benefits and productivity gains of agglomerating people and jobs in the town centres arise from 
the shared use of facilities, people being better matched to jobs and the transfer of knowledge.  
 
Many members of the community also want to live where there is convenient access to jobs, cafes 
and restaurants, and cultural and recreational amenity – where there they can walk to ‘things to do’. 
 
Town Centres need to be destinations, places where people choose to meet and feel a sense of 
belonging and social inclusiveness. If people choose to meet in Town Centres there will be flow on 
benefits as they will also support small businesses in the area. 
 
Town Centres are accessible by public transport. Canberra’s public transport network is based on a 
hub and spoke model with the Town Centres being the hubs that are connected to each other and to 
the suburbs in their catchment. 
 
We note the ACT Government’s policy to concentrate people in residential towers to bring activity to 
the WTC, however, if the WTC is not a destination people living in both the towers and the suburbs 
will drive to other districts for their cultural and recreational activity entrenching the need for cars. 
 
The loss of our CIT and basketball stadium, among other social assets, provides the opportunity to co-
locate jobs, a community centre, a CIT, a multi-purpose sports hall and a publicly funded pool in the 
WTC to draw people into the centre and provide the settings for an active life style that reduces the 
reliance on cars. The bus loops are moved one block to the north and south. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Cultural and Recreational Facilities and Healthy Living 
 
Woden requires investment in infrastructure to connect people and support the ACT Government’s 
Healthy Living initiative: 
 

The Master Plan found that the WTC plays an important district and regional role, providing essential 
facilities and services for the Woden Valley, Weston Creek and the broader region. We believe the 
following assets are required to improve connectivity, livability and provide great local services close 
to home. 
 

 Education - change in the WTC is being driven by population increase. The Woden district is 

forecast to increase by 18,000 people by 2040 with the number of primary school children, 

many in apartments in Phillip, increasing by 1,209. 

o to future proof the capacity of primary schools for ongoing population growth, both in the 

Town Centre and suburbs with high levels of RZ2 zoning, the ACT Government needs to 

consider reopening a school. We note that children living in Chifley are required to travel up 

to 3.5 km to Torrens after 4 of the 6 primary schools on the west side of Woden closed, 

including north Curtin, Lyons (now Pto2), Chifley and Pearce.  

o community groups that are currently using a primary school that is reopened could be re-

located to a refurbished Woden Valley High School (former CIT) to provide a 5.5 hectare 

Allied Health and Health Education hub opposite the Canberra Hospital. This facility could 

also host a new hydrotherapy pool. 

 

 Higher Education – see Attachment A 

o an accessible CIT in the south is critical to prepare our residents for the workforce 

opportunities of today and the future. It will help attract people to the area and bring 

energy and activity to the WTC. The 2015-16 Budget included a measure for the CIT to 

actively seek opportunities to provide a community campus in the WTC.   

o the ACT Government has announced that it is considering sites in Woden for the relocation 

of the Reid CIT. We propose that it is located on the large surface carpark between the 

Hellenic Club and the bus interchange and provides underground parking.  

o we seek a construction commitment for a new ‘state of the art’ CIT facility. 

 

 Community Centre - Woden Community Service delivers critical services to Canberra’s residents 

and requires appropriate accommodation. The ACT Government has committed $1.75 million 

for planning a community centre in Woden and we look forward to a 2020-21 Budget 

commitment to fund construction of the project. 

o this is a vital piece of infrastructure for the community and we request that it be considered 

in the context of a plan for the broader WTC to ensure cultural and recreational facilities 

are connected and create an active hub. 

 

 Indoor Sport facilities – there is a shortage of these facilities across Canberra 

o the ACT Government’s 2015 Indoor Sports Facilities Study found that ‘current demand is 

driven by a shortfall of available facilities to support competition and lack of access to 

courts for training. In addition there is the pending loss of 3 courts in the Woden Basketball 

Stadium and the 1 court at CIT Woden which, if the Woden Town Centre is to be a focus for 

higher density living, is an issue for creating a contemporary urban precinct supported by a 

range of sport and leisure facilities’. 

o we seek support for a multi-purpose sports stadium as identified in our concept plan – see 

attached proposal. 

 



 

 

 Aquatic centre and ice rink – see Attachment B 

o we are concerned that we will also lose these facilities 

o a tender has been released for a new ice centre.  

o to resolve the issues the pool should be moved to the site next to the athletics track 

o the Phillip Pool site should be zoned to allow 2 ice sheets and a hotel for interstate guests for 

ice skating, AFL and Cricket. 

o this site is accessible by public transport from across Canberra and the ice centre should be 

built on this site to boost the social and economic anchors for the WTC. This site will also 

provide cafes, restaurants and entertainment for ice sports visitors. 

 

 Arts Centre – see Attachment C 

o the Government should purchase Borrowdale House which is in an ideal location on the Town 

Square for an arts facility, taking advantage of passing people and the activity that 

thousands of apartments in the area will generate.  

 

 Parking – Woden Athletics Park 

o the Woden Athletics Park is a major athletics facility however the parking is inadequate for 

access from both local and interstate residents. 

 

 Seating – Phillip Oval 

o after 60 nearly years, there is still inadequate seating at this facility. 

 
Social and recreational facilities are important to our community as they have the ability to bring 
people of all ages together and provide opportunities for activity and social inclusion. They can inspire 
and motivate individuals while also fostering community pride. The above facilities have wide support 
from the community in the south of Canberra. 
 

Environment 
 
Unfortunately, green spaces are also closing in Woden and are not being replaced. We have lost the 
central green courtyards in the Alexander and Albemarle buildings, the pitch n putt site and much of the 
Athllon Drive corridor to high density development. A significant part of the Woden Town Park has also 
been rezoned to community facility land which is intended to host a building. 
 
We are creating a great concrete heat island in the Town Centre without the necessary green space and 
trees to ameliorate the impact of this heat island. Open green spaces with large deep rooted trees should 
be planted in the central area of the town centre to reduce the heat island effect and the water run-off 
from high levels of concrete. 
 

While welcoming the Healthy Waterways, funding should also be provided to build on this initiative and 
naturalise the Yarralumla Creek at appropriate sites (including the Woden Town Park) to provide a natural 
environment for people to relax and enjoy. 
 
We are concerned that we are creating a dormitory Town Centre with thousands of residents in high rise 
towers who will have limited ability to walk to facilities due to the lack of green spaces, 
community/cultural facilities, higher education, and indoor sports facilities in the Centre.  
 
In light of the commitment to light rail and the proposed level of densification, we request that funding is 
allocated to develop the WVCC concept plan for a connected community hub. 
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Road and Bus Infrastructure 
 
While Woden has strong north south and east west road connections, population growth is leading to 
congestion and difficulty in traffic movements. We request that traffic modelling is undertaken to 
understand the impacts from the zoning that allows significant numbers of residential towers.  
 
Road infrastructure improvements 

 intersection improvements –  
o Launceston St, Irving St and Furzer St to improve traffic flow and safety; and 
o a left-turn slip lane, heading north, from Melrose Drive into Hindmarsh Drive to reduce 

congestion. 

 duplication of Athllon Drive between Shea St and the roundabout at Melrose Drive; 

 Cotter Road reconfiguration to access south bound lanes on Adelaide Avenue; 
 
Bus infrastructure improvements to encourage people to use public transport 

 park n ride spaces – 
o Mawson requires more spaces – it is often full and a deterrent to using public transport, 

additional car parks could be provided on the corner block of Athllon Drive and Beasley St 
(the Mawson playing fields). 

o next to the Lyons Church of Christ, opposite Glenorchy Street and Yolla Place. 

 kiss n ride drop off facilities should be provided as people currently stop to drop off people in the 
bus bays which is dangerous when buses are approaching. 

 longer bus bays to manage the number of buses stopping on the Rapid routes 

 suburban bus stops closer to the blue rapid, eg in Torrens 

 re-instatement of the bus services to Pearce, Melrose Drive and the Phillip Business District. 
 
 

Light Rail 
  
The new bus network is based on the concept of rapid routes designed to move large numbers of 
people between Canberra’s town centres, public transport interchanges and other key locations, such 
as Dickson, Cooleman Court and Canberra International Airport. 
 
Should a light rail be built it should ensure rapid services are retained with the light rail taking the 
direct alignment from the City to Woden and continue to Mawson to provide access to the Phillip 
Business District, Marist, Melrose High School and Mawson to allow for park n rides to alleviate the 
build-up of traffic in the WTC. 
 
We are keen to participate in the Chief Minister’s Ministerial Statements, including: 

 2018 - Delivering an inclusive, progressive and connected Canberra which includes renewal of 
town centres to create lively active hubs.  

 2016 - Statement of Ambition which includes the statement - ‘Cities don’t succeed by accident 
or by leaving things to chance – they require design, good governance and great collaboration’. 
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Woden - the suburbs 
 
The development of housing commenced in Hughes around 1963. Many of our footpaths are now 
cracked requiring maintenance. Similarly the street lights needs to be repaired and verges mowed 
regularly in the summer months. 
 

Local shops and parking 
 
The local suburban shops are meeting places for coffees and for kids to play. We thank the ACT 
Government for their investment in the playground at Farrer and would like to continue the roll out of 
playgrounds across all our suburban shops and Group Centres (Curtin and Southlands). The Phillip 
commercial area also needs upgrades to the central open spaces.  
 
We request funding to: 

 construct the Torrens playground that was the subject of a Whole of Suburb Review 

 co-design play areas at the other suburban shops, including Lyons and Pearce 

 landscape, in stages, Colbee Court and Dundas Court in Phillip. 
 
Parking at local shops has also become congested limiting access to the shops, we request a solution 
be introduced that ensures parking spaces are not occupied for significant periods of time so that 
residents can access the small businesses at the local shops. 
 
 

Attachments 
 
A: Location of Higher Education in Canberra 
B: Location of publically funded pools 
C: Location of publically supported Arts ACT facilities 
D: WVCC Multi-Purpose Sport Stadium proposal 
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Attachment A 
 

Location of Higher Education in Canberra – Woden and Weston Creek do not have the social and 
economic benefits of higher education. 
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Attachment B 
 
Location of publically funded pools – including the Commonwealth funded AIS.  
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Attachment C 
 
Location of publically supported Arts ACT facilities 

 


