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The Master Plan for the Curtin Group Centre that was published in November 2018 
identifies opportunities for the ACT government to develop amenity and improve the active 
and living environment for residents, in alignment with government policy. 
Four opportunities are 

1. Implement the entry corridor enhancement that is noted in the Master Plan, in the 
area along Carruthers St between its Yarra Glen overpass and the Curtin group 
centre shops. 

2. Small scale improvements around Curtin group centre 
3. Make progress on the provision of an active route through the Curtin centre as 

identified in the Master Plan, by funding more detailed planning and statement of 
requirements. 

4. Fund development of the Curtin Western Open Space as identified in the Master 
Plan to provide for more active outdoor uses. 

 
1. Entry enhancement 
Carruthers St is noted in the Master Plan as part of an improved “entry” to the Curtin Group 
Centre, linking the centre to Yarra Glen. The section of Carruthers St between its 
intersection with Theodore St at the shops and the bridge over Yarra Glen has the 
immediate potential to be made into an avenue of trees by planting trees in its wide median 
strip and on the sides of the road (see the diagram below, taken from the Master Plan: note 
the light rail stop on Yarra Glen in particular. The entry avenue area in focus is the purple 

bar that runs from the proposed light rail stop, along Carruthers St, to the ‘+’ intersection 
sign near letter A at the Carruthers St/McCulloch St roundabout, on the NW corner of the 
central area). 
 

 
 

The benefits include 



1. An increased amount of tree canopy, as an overall contribution to environmental 
cooling. 

2. Softening the harsh, exposed footpaths along Carruthers St to make them more 
attractive to pedestrians. This should work to encourage use of the light rail and 
encourage walking and cycling from the schools in south west Deakin on the far side 
of Yarra Glen to the Curtin group centre shops (the Master Plan found that children 
from these schools are common visitors to the group centre in afternoons after 
school hours). Afternoon shade and morning leafiness will make this route more 
attractive to encourage use of the Adelaide Avenue-Yarra Glen light rail to Woden. 
The development of tree canopy for effective shade requires some years lead time 
to reach its best effect. 

3. Planning for intersection improvements, repositioning of traffic signals, and road 
alignment to Improve traffic flows and improve pedestrian and cycle safety and ease 
of access across Carruthers St and Theodore St. This should be considered as a whole 
with plans for tree plantings and landscaping improvements at the entry corner, to 
increase the attractiveness of the entry aesthetics for both drivers and pedestrians. 
 

2. Design and small scale improvements around Curtin Group Centre 
To implement the Master Plan requires funding for the next stage of detail in planning 
for work. In addition, small improvements at the local level will have disproportionately 
large effect: The Curtin Garden Group is willing to assist with plantings and their 
aftercare: 

1. Landscape and planting improvements on the Theodore St/Carruthers St corner, 
in front of the Red Brick café where children currently play on worn grass and 
gravel; planting and landscaping could improve the entry and the separation of 
people from the road corner.  

2. Attention to care of trees around the central area and courtyards with porous 
surfacing. 

3. An improved, free standing community noticeboard on the model of that in 
Yarralumla, perhaps next to the small grassed area between the post office and 
the Vet/Red Brick building. 

4. A picnic table in “St James’s Park” at McCulloch/Carruthers corner (letter D on 
the diagram). 

5. Planting of shrubs, trees and grasses on the roundabouts at 
McCulloch/Carruthers intersection and Theodore/Carruthers intersection; and 
on the newly rezoned triangle of land at section 63, block 7. 

 
3. Active route through Curtin Group Centre 

The Master Plan states “the [line of] trunk water mains running east–west through the 
centre could be an opportunity to create a pedestrian and cyclist axis instead of being 
perceived as a constraint to the future growth of the centre.”  This axis is shown as the 
near-horizontal (east-west) dashed line on the map. The value of developing this axis 
will be to encourage active travel from the south-western portion of Curtin towards 
Deakin and Civic and for access to the future light rail stop on Yarra Glen. It also provides 
a significant opportunity for commercially attractive redevelopment in the southern part 
of the group centre, around the present Statesman Hotel. 
This opportunity to enhance the public space will need a staged approach. The first 



stage is suited to immediate funding, to plan this axis at the next level of detail beyond 
that shown in the Master Plan. This must include attention to the configuration of car 
parks and plantings throughout the centre. Funding progressive small works to be 
undertaken in the near future will be seen to have public benefit, preceding the more 
major redevelopment of the Statesman Hotel buildings in the central section of the axis.  
 

4. Western Open Space  
The Master Plan identifies need and opportunities to improve active outdoor uses in the 
Western Open Space area. This is the central area identified in the Master Plan as the 
Western Open Space and can be extended to its linked linear spaces running west, 
southwest, and north. The Master Plan says: “The western open space will provide 
school students and the local community with safe and efficient access to the centre and 
public transport stops. Improvements to the public domain will strengthen these linkages 
and make the open spaces more functional and attractive for the community.” There are 
continuous green spaces with some paved pathways in a shared path network from the 
Western Open Space near the group centre, one (west) rising to the ridge at the western 
top of Curtin at the end of Munro Place, bordering the Illoura horse paddocks; another 
(southwest) around the community oval and to the ridgeway track at the end of Wilson 
St and Bavin St; and one (north) joining to the baseball ovals onto Yarralumla Creek. 
These linear green space are wide enough to be considered as segments of linear park. 
They need to be refreshed by coherent landscaping, erosion management, and planting 
as well as improvements to the pathway network itself. The Master Plan suggests 

• facilities for the community such as covered picnic areas, public seating and 
sheltered performance spaces; 

• creating child-friendly spaces, where incidental play should be allowed for 
through the use of landscaping and/or high quality public art in the open space; 

• for the shared path network, additional shade tree plantings, wider paths and 
directional signage. 


